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Communication & Language

Listening, attention and Understanding

Listen and respond to what
they hear with relevant
comments. Beginning to
join in with actions when
being read to.
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Listen and respond to what
they hear with relevant
comments. Beginning to
join in with actions when
being read to and during
most small group
interactions.

Listen and respond to what

they hear with relevant
comments. Join in with
actions when being read to
and during most whole
class discussions and small
group interactions.

Listen attentively and
respond to what they hear
with relevant comments.
Join in with actions when
being read to and during
most whole class
discussions and small group
interactions.

Listen attentively and
respond to what they hear
with relevant questions,
comments and actions when
being read to and during
whole class discussions and
small group interactions.

Beginning to make
comments about what they
have heard.

Make comments about
what they have heard,
either freely or when
prompted to do so.

Make comments about
what they have heard.

Make comments about what
they have heard and are
able to ask questions to
clarify their understanding.

Make comments about what
they have heard and ask
questions to clarify their
understanding.
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Speaking

Responds appropriately to
teacher/ peers sometimes.

Beginning to participate in
small group and one-to-one
discussions.

Responds appropriately to
teacher/ peers, these may
be brief responses.

Beginning to participate in
small group and one-to-one
discussions and beginning
to offer their own ideas.

Exploring recently
introduced vocabulary
within discussions.

Holds a short two-way
conversation when
engaged with their
teacher/ peers.

Participate in small group,
class and one-to-one
discussions, beginning to
offer their own ideas and
beginning to use some
recently introduced
vocabulary, sometimes
accurately.

Hold conversation when
engaged in simple back-
and-forth exchanges with
their teacher and peers.

Participate in small group,
class and one-to-one
discussions, beginning to
offer their own ideas and
using recently introduced
vocabulary with increasing
accuracy.

Hold conversation when
engaged in back-and-forth
exchanges with their
teacher and peers.

Participate in small group,
class and one-to-one
discussions, offering their
own ideas, using recently
introduced vocabulary.

Sharing thoughts and ideas
aloud.

Beginning to share
thoughts on why things
might happen using
familiar vocabulary.

Considering and choosing
explanations for why
things might happen,
sometimes these
responses will include
recently introduced
vocabulary from stories,
non-fiction, rhymes and
poems when appropriate.

Beginning to offer simple
explanations for why things
might happen, sometimes
using recently introduced
vocabulary from stories,
non-fiction, rhymes and
poems when appropriate.

Offer explanations for why
things might happen,
making use of recently
introduced vocabulary from
stories, non-fiction, rhymes
and poems when
appropriate.

Beginning to express their
ideas and feelings about
their experiences.

Express their ideas and
feelings about their
experiences, sometimes in
full sentences.

Express their ideas and
feelings about their
experiences, sometimes in
full sentences, including an
understanding of past,
present and future tenses.

Express their ideas and
feelings about their
experiences, mostly in full
sentences, including an
understanding of past,
present and future tenses
and beginning to make use
of conjunctions, with
continued modelling and
support from their teacher.

Express their ideas and
feelings about their
experiences using full
sentences, including use of
past, present and future
tenses and making use of
conjunctions, with modelling
and support from their
teacher.
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Physical Development

Gross Motor Skills

Explores space and

obstacles safely, sometimes

considering others.

Is beginning to negotiate
space and obstacles safely
and is beginning to show
consideration for
themselves and a
consideration for others.

Mostly negotiates space
and obstacles safely, with
consideration for
themselves and an
increasing consideration
for others.

Mostly negotiates space and
obstacles safely, with
consideration for themselves
and others.

Negotiate space and

obstacles safely, with
consideration for themselves
and others.

Exploring own strength,
balance and coordination
when playing.

Continuing to explore own
strength, balance and
coordination when playing.

Developing strength,
balance and coordination
when playing.

Continuing to develop
strength, balance and
coordination when playing.

Demonstrate strength,
balance and coordination
when playing.

Exploring a range of
movements including
running, jumping, dancing,
hopping, skipping and
climbing.

Exploring a range of
movements including
running, jumping, dancing,
hopping, skipping and
climbing with developing
agility.

Exploring a range of
movements, showing
increasing energy,
including running,
jumping, dancing,
hopping, skipping and
climbing with developing
agility.

Move energetically,
exploring a range of
movements including
running, jumping, dancing,
hopping, skipping and
climbing.

Move energetically, such as
running, jumping, dancing,
hopping, skipping and
climbing.

Physical Development

Fine Motor Skills

Explores the use of a range
of writing implements- will
sometimes use a
developing tripod grip.

Holds a ‘chunky’ writing
implement and is beginning
to strengthen the muscles
to develop an effective
tripod grip.

Holds a pencil using a firm
tripod grip in most cases.

Hold a pencil effectively in
preparation for fluent
writing - using the tripod
grip in most cases.

Hold a pencil effectively in
preparation for fluent
writing - using the tripod
grip in almost all cases.

Exploring the use of tools
(small and big), including
scissors, spades, jugs,

paintbrushes and cutlery.

Continuing to explore the
use of tools (small and
big), including scissors,
spades, jugs, paintbrushes
and cutlery with increasing
independence.

Will have a go at using a
range of small tools,
including scissors,
paintbrushes and cutlery.

Using a range of small tools
(sometimes still with
support to use with more
accuracy), including
scissors, paintbrushes and
cutlery.

Use a range of small tools,
including scissors,
paintbrushes and cutlery.
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Giving meanings to marks.

Beginning to draw simple
representations.

Beginning to draw
identifiable representations
and demonstrating
increasing care when
drawing.

Begin to show accuracy and
care when drawing.

Expressive Art & Design

Expressive Art

& Design

Creating with Materials

Explore a variety of
materials, tools and
techniques.

Explore a variety of
materials, tools and
techniques, with increasing
knowledge of safety when
using these.

Begin to explore with
colour, design, texture,
form and function under
the support/ guidance of an
adult if needed.

Use and explore a variety
of materials, tools and
techniques, with increasing
safety. Beginning to
experiment with colour,
design, texture, form and
function, this may be
supported/ suggested by
an adult.

Safely use and explore a
variety of materials, tools
and techniques, beginning
to be more confident in
experimenting with colour,
design, texture, form and
function.

Safely use and explore a
variety of materials, tools
and techniques,
experimenting with colour,
design, texture, form and
function.

Developing the confidence
to share creations with
familiar adults and/or
peers.

Share their creations and
may want to talk about it.

Share their creations and
is to begin to suggest the
process they have used
with support.

Share their creations and is
able to engage in
conversation to begin to
explain the process they
have used.

Share their creations,
explaining the process they
have used.

Engaging in familiar role
play.

Recounting narratives and
stories with peers and their
teacher.

Engaging in familiar role
play, this may be of
familiar characters in
narratives and stories.

Recounting narratives and
stories with peers and their
teacher and beginning to
consider alternative
inventions.

Beginning to use props to
support familiar role play

of characters in narratives
and stories.

Beginning to invent and
recount narratives and
stories with peers and
their teacher.

Make use of props and
materials when role playing
characters in narratives and
stories. This may be
prompted by an adult.

Beginning to invent and
adapt with support, and
recounting narratives and
stories with peers and their
teacher.

Make use of props and
materials when role playing
characters in narratives and
stories.

Invent, adapt and recount
narratives and stories with
peers and their teacher.
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Listens to and sometimes
joins in with singing
alongside an adult/ group
some well-known nursery
rhymes and songs.

Sings alongside an adult/
group some well-known
nursery rhymes and songs.

Sings, when being lead,
range of well-known
nursery rhymes and songs.

Sings (within a group or
with direction from a leader)
a range of well-known
nursery rhymes and songs.

Sing a range of well-known
nursery rhymes and songs.

Sometimes joins in with
performances of songs,
rhymes, poems and stories
with others and tries to
follow in time with music.

Beginning to join in with
performances of songs,
rhymes, poems and stories
with others and tries to
follow in time with music.

Beginning to join in with
performances of songs,
rhymes, poems and stories
with others, and (when
appropriate) tries to follow
in time with music.

Joins in with performances
of songs, rhymes, poems
and stories with others, and
(when appropriate) tries to
move in time with and
follow music.

Perform songs, rhymes,
poems and stories with
others, and (when
appropriate) try to move in
time with music.




